November 4th, 2001
Hi Gavin

I have just finished writing the seventh and last instalment of the trip to Turkey. There are a few pictures I could not include as they are still in the camera. As I almost never use the camera when I am not on holiday, it may be some time before the roll of film is finished and developed. 

Also, thanks for your e-mail. Always good to get them. But don’t scold me for sending them to you. There is no problem as they are kept in your mail-box at Hotmail. They are not downloaded to your friend’s computer. That is why you are able to access your e-mail from anywhere in the world. Even when you read the e-mail from your friend’s computer (or any computer), it is from your Hotmail mail box, is only temporary and disappears from that computer once you sign off. However, if people keep sending you more and more mail, your mail box will fill up and unless you delete old mail, new mail won’t be accepted once your mail box is full. What I do is make a copy of mail and store it in a file on my computer then delete that mail from my account.

The past week has again been dominated by what is happening in Afghanistan. And most of the articles in the latest NEWSWEEK magazine are on the same subject. Although progress is not expected to be fast, the US has to be careful that the war does not become a quagmire. They are aware of that, of course. Another article referred to the large number of mines spread al through the country. There is also concern that there is no credible alternative to the Taliban in place. One of the leaders of the Northern Alliance for instance – a General Dostan – is a cruel and sadistic person who once worked for the Soviets but then switched sides. An article in NEWSWEEK reported that many of his soldiers were involved in terrible violence in the war about 10 years ago. Also saw pictures on TV of Marines infantry heading off to Afghanistan by helicopter from an aircraft carrier. I suppose they are similar to infantry units at Camp Lejeune though there was no mention of where they came from. Haven’t heard anything about the Royal Marines who are supposed to be going to Afghanistan.

Not much happening in HK. Last week a Canadian International school closed down suddenly. This is not the main Canadian school. They had schools in Kowloon Tong and Ma On Shan. About 380 kindergarten, primary and secondary suddenly had nowhere to go. The Education Department arranged a meeting with the other international schools to see what could be done. In the end, the ESF agreed to take them on, not in existing ESF schools, but in an empty local secondary school building in Cheung Sha Wan that had been previously temporarily used by the Australian International School. The waiting list for ESF schools is now nearly 3000!! Don’t know where these students are while they are waiting. The ESF has said that some of these students could go to the Cheung Sha Wan school but I am sure they would prefer one of the ‘proper’ ESF schools.

A few days ago, a six-storey building in Yau Tong being demolished suddenly collapsed burying a number of workers. About 6 killed in the accident. This occurred in spite of the government having introduced more stringent regulations regarding demolition. Exactly what happened is not yet known. There is also talk of opening some of the borders 24 hours a day. But this will not happen at Lo Wu as the KCR has to carry out track maintenance overnight. 

A previous governor – now Lord Wilson – visited HK this past week. Saw him on TV having a look at the airport. It was he who initiated the idea of having the airport at Chek Lap Kok. He also gives his name to the “Wilson trail” the trail that goes from south to north from HK Island up to near the border. (By contrast, the “Maclehose trail”goes from east to west – but doesn’t have to cross the harbour as the Wilson trail has to.)

That’s about it for now.

Thinking of you always. Cheers.

Dad

PS: Good to get your ‘phone call this morning. It eventually cut off – I guess that was because you card finally ran out. I will call Mr Russell for you and enquire about the Rugby. I will probably be in NZ with Leonie for your holiday period. You could, of course, come to NZ as well for your holiday, though I guess that could work out to be very expensive. 
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